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Coronavirus 


Lawmakers 
to receive economic 
forecast next week and 
are preparing to scale 
back spending plans. »6a 
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The outbreak 
will test the U.S. health 
care system, which may 
not be able to handle 
the workload. »7A 
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New U.S. travel 
restrictions represent 
another heavy blow to 
the battered aviation 
industry. »9A 
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The NCAA cancels 
March Madness. NHL and 
MLS seasons are on hold. 
MLB delays opening day. 
»1B 


ith only family and essential team personnel allowed in the Denver Coliseum, Mullen players celebrate 
Thursday after winning their Class 4A basketball semifinal against Berthoud. Mullen won 64-57 in 
overtime and will face Holy Family in the finals Saturday. STORY »18. Hyoung Chang, The Denver Post 


Wall Street suffers its 
worst day since 1987 as 
COVID-19 fears spread 


Lost conventions 
worth $80 million 


By Stan Choe 
and Alex Veiga 
The Associated Press 


NEW York» The escalating 
coronavirus emergency sent 
the stock market Thursday 
into its worst slide since the 
Black Monday crash of 1987, 
extending a sell-off that has 
now wiped out most of Wall 
Street’s big gains since Presi- 
dent Donald Trump took of- 
fice. 

The S&P 500 plummeted 


9.5%, for a total drop of 26.7% 
from its all-time high, set just 
last month. That puts it way 
over the 20% threshold for a 
bear market, officially ending 
Wall Street’s unprecedented 
bull-market run of nearly 11 
years. The Dow Jones indus- 
trial average sank 2,352 points, 
or 10%, its heaviest loss since 
its nearly 23% drop on Oct. 19, 

1987. 
European markets fell 12% 
in one of their worst days 
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By Judith Kohler 
The Denver Post 


Four major conventions 
scheduled this month in Den- 
ver, which represented more 
than $80 million in economic 
impacts, have been canceled 
as concerns about corona- 
virus and the number of cases 
in Colorado rise. 

Richard Scharf, president 
and CEO of Visit Denver, said 
Thursday that the convention 
and visitors bureau is working 
to reschedule the conventions 


for later if possible. However, 
Scharf said in an email that the 
focus of discussions with 
partners and federal health 
and travel authorities is more 
on making sure Denver is pre- 
pared for what is a rapidly 
changing situation rather than 
cancellations. 

“And each organization is 
evaluating decisions from 
their own perspective while 
sharing our concerns for all 
who are affected and doing all 
they can to keep travelers and 
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Get the latest 
news on cases, alerts, 
cancellations and health 


advice. 
»denverpost.com 


School closures mount 


Health officials shift 
from containment 
to softening the effect 


By Jessica Seaman 
and Shelly Bradbury 
The Denver Post 


As state health officials warned 
the new coronavirus could linger 
in Colorado for months, major 
Denver-area school districts be- 
gan announcing closures on 
Thursday to slow the spread of 
the highly infectious respiratory 
disease. 

The decision by Denver Public 
Schools — the state’s largest dis- 
trict — and others including Jeff- 
co Public Schools, the Cherry 
Creek School District and Aurora 
Public Schools comes as state 
health officials are preparing to 
shift from trying to contain the 
spread of the coronavirus to fo- 
cusing on softening its effect on 
communities. 

“Our goal is to discourage large 
gatherings,” DPS Superintendent 
Susana Cordova said at a Thurs- 
day evening news conference. “It 
is a really difficult decision to 
make.” 

DPS will close all its schools 
Monday through April 6. School 
buildings will be kept open Mon- 
day and Tuesday so families can 
pick up anything they need during 
what the district is calling an ex- 
tended spring break. After that, 
the schools will be disinfected be- 
fore students return April 7. 

“These are challenging times,” 
said Dr. William Burman, director 
of Denver Public Health, who has 
been working with the Denver 
school district. 

Also on Thursday, Colorado 
health officials announced the 
confirmation of 15 new cases of 
COVID-19, bringing the state’s to- 
tal to 49, including one inconclu- 
sive test in Denver. COVID-19 is 
the disease caused by the new 
coronavirus. 

Health officials are focusing on 
testing more and more people to 
identify where the new coronavi- 
rus is spreading, and, they said, 
once widespread transmission is 
confirmed they will move away 
from containment efforts. 

“There is no doubt we’ve got it 
in Colorado, and we need to be 
prepared that it is spreading 
among people in the community,” 
said Jill Hunsaker Ryan, executive 
director of the state Department 
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OCCIDENTAL SUBSIDIARY KERR McGEE 


Energy regulators propose $18 million fine for explosion at Firestone home 


By John Aguilar 
The Denver Post 


State energy regulators on 
Thursday said they will seek to 
fine a subsidiary of Occidental Pe- 
troleum Corp. $18.25 million in 
connection to the deadly explo- 
sion at a home in Firestone nearly 
three years ago that a federal 
probe determined was caused by 


natural gas leaking from a severed 
underground pipe. 

It would be the largest enforce- 
ment penalty ever sought by the 
Colorado Oil and Gas Conserva- 
tion Commission — more than 10 
times larger than the previous top 
penalty assessed by the agency. 

The fine would be levied on 
Kerr McGee, a subsidiary of Occi- 
dental Petroleum Corp. Kerr Mc- 


Gee was a subsidiary of Anadarko 
Petroleum, which oversaw the 
pipeline at the time of the explo- 
sion. Anadarko was purchased 
last year by Occidental. 

The COGCC’s nine-member 
commission will make a final de- 
cision on the penalty April 6, 
but Occidental spokeswoman Jen- 
nifer Brice said the company 
won’t contest it. 


The blast nearly three years ago 
killed Mark Martinez and Joey Ir- 
win and left Erin Martinez, Mark’s 
wife and Irwin’s sister, badly 
burned. Mark Martinez and Irwin 
were replacing a hot water heater 
in the Weld County home’s base- 
ment at the time. 

COGCC Director Jeff Robbins 
said “the aggravating factor of 
death” boosted the fine amount. 


“This is the first time this aggra- 
vating factor has been applied,” 
Robbins said. “However, due to 
the violations and loss of life, 
COGCC believes this is appropri- 
ate. We know that it won’t ever 
mean that the Martinez family 
will have their loved ones re- 
turned, but with today’s decision 
we're using every tool possible to 
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